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see them in action. They deserve our 
gratitude and support. 

f 

VETERANS HEALTH CARE 

Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, I am con-
cerned that the President’s Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs fiscal year 
2007 budget request does not include 
adequate funding for VA health care. 
Specifically, this budget request would 
require certain veterans to pay a $250 
enrollment fee in order to access the 
health care system each year. In addi-
tion, the budget proposes to more than 
double prescription copayments from 
$7 to $15, further burdening the limited 
resources of those who have served our 
country. 

The VA estimates that these meas-
ures will save the Department an esti-
mated $795 million in 2007. This savings 
estimate is based not only on collec-
tions but on increasing the number of 
veterans who will opt-out of the service 
due to the higher fees. The VA esti-
mates they will force over 1 million 
veterans, almost half of the Priority 7 
and Priority 8 veterans, to drop out of 
the VA health care system. 

Do we really want our veterans to be 
faced with the difficult choice of either 
dropping out of the VA health care sys-
tem or bearing these additional costs? 
Those who do not drop out of the VA 
health care system will be forced to 
pay hundreds more for their health 
care. Veterans who receive prescription 
drugs from the VA and who fill a typ-
ical number of prescriptions a year 
could face new fees amounting to near-
ly $600. I realize that agencies such as 
the VA must look for ways to save dol-
lars, but our Nation’s veterans deserve 
adequate and affordable health care. 

While I understand the need to re-
duce Federal spending, I urge my col-
leagues to reject these proposals to re-
duce spending for VA health care in the 
fiscal year 2007 budget. I believe it is 
absolutely critical that the VA health 
care system be fully funded. The Con-
gress has rejected these proposals in 
the past, and I hope it will do so again 
this year. Our veterans should not be 
faced with these choices nor forced to 
bear this burden. We must keep our 
promise to care for the veterans who 
made so many sacrifices to ensure the 
freedom of so many. 

f 

NATIONAL SPORTSMANSHIP DAY 

Mr. REED. Mr. President, today, 
March 7, 2006, we celebrate the 16th an-
nual National Sportsmanship Day. 
Begun in 1991 by the Institute for Inter-
national Sport at the University of 
Rhode Island, this initiative promotes 
the highest ideals of sportsmanship and 
fair play among America’s youth. In 
13,000 schools, across all 50 States, and 
in countries around the world, stu-
dents, teachers, administrators, coach-
es, and parents will engage in discus-
sions on the issues of sportsmanship 
and fair play. The theme of this year’s 
National Sportsmanship Day is ‘‘De-

feat Gamesmanship!’’ and participants 
will talk about appropriate tactics and 
strategies when participating in games 
and sports. 

This year, in addition to promoting 
the values of sportsmanship and fair 
play, the Institute for International 
Sport will recognize schools across the 
country that have exceptional sports-
manship programs with the new All- 
American Sportsmanship School 
Award. A minimum of 64 awards will be 
given out to elementary, middle, and 
high schools as well as colleges that 
participate in National Sportsmanship 
Day and honor its principles year 
round. 

I am proud that Rhode Island is home 
to the Institute for International Sport 
and National Sportsmanship Day. For 
16 years, this initiative has had a posi-
tive influence on our Nation’s youth in 
promoting the best in athletics, and I 
know it will continue to do so this year 
and in the future. 

f 

HONORING THE 45TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE PEACE CORPS 

Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, on 
March 1, 1961, President Kennedy 
signed an Executive order that estab-
lished the Peace Corps whose mission 
would be to promote peace, mutual un-
derstanding, and friendship between 
Americans and the people of the world. 
Back then, the world was viewed as en-
gaged in a cold war with the United 
States and its allies pitted against the 
Communist bloc. President Kennedy 
envisioned the Peace Corps as an agen-
cy that would create opportunities for 
Americans to reach out to the rest of 
the world, and make positive contribu-
tions to community development and 
nation-building overseas. 

As we celebrate the Peace Corps’s 
45th anniversary, all Americans can be 
proud of what the agency has accom-
plished and continues to do. Through 
its hardworking and committed volun-
teers who now number nearly 8,000, the 
Peace Corps provides assistance today 
in 138 host countries in such fields as 
education, healthcare, environmental 
preservation, and business develop-
ment. 

Last year, the Peace Corps’s Crisis 
Corps Volunteers helped with rebuild-
ing efforts in tsunami-ravaged areas of 
Sri Lanka and Thailand. And, for the 
first time in its history, volunteers 
were deployed at home as approxi-
mately 270 volunteers assisted with re-
covery efforts along the U.S. gulf coast 
in the aftermath of Hurricanes Katrina 
and Rita. 

I am also proud to report that the 
Peace Corps continues to attract Vol-
unteers from Hawaii. At this moment, 
12 volunteers from Hawaii are serving 
in 12 different host countries that in-
clude Bulgaria, China, Morocco, Nica-
ragua, Swaziland, and Tanzania. 

It is a pleasure to join all Americans 
in congratulating the Peace Corps and 
its volunteers past and present for 
their outstanding work, and for their 

invaluable and effective civic contribu-
tions to communities throughout the 
world. 

f 

VOTE EXPLANATION 
Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I 

would like the record to reflect that I 
was necessarily absent for rollcall vote 
No. 31, the confirmation of Timothy C. 
Batten, Sr., of Georgia, to be U.S. Dis-
trict Judge on Monday, March 6, 2006. 
Had I been present for this vote, I 
would have voted in favor of the nomi-
nation. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO ARNOLD FRIBERG 
∑ Mr. BENNETT. Mr. President, today 
I rise to pay tribute to Arnold Friberg, 
a gifted American artist. 

For more than eight decades as a 
painter, Mr. Friberg has set down a 
profound and varied body of work, in-
cluding magazine covers and illustra-
tions, World War II depictions, the 
Northwest Mounted Police, Book of 
Mormon illustrations, portraits, in-
cluding Her Royal Highness Queen 
Elizabeth of England, and many rich 
and dramatic depictions of the Old 
West. This year marks the 30th anni-
versary of his revered Prayer at Valley 
Forge, which shows George Washington 
at prayer. Along with Emanuel 
Leutze’s Washington Crossing the 
Delaware, Friberg’s Prayer at Valley 
Forge is one of the great American pa-
triotic paintings. 

In 1953, Arnold Friberg was sum-
moned to Hollywood by Cecil B. 
DeMille for a 1-month consultation on 
costume design for a film he was going 
to remake. DeMille became so im-
pressed by the artist that soon after-
ward Mr. Friberg was called back to 
Hollywood and began a warm, personal 
collaboration with the storied director 
that lasted for 4 years. 

Mr. Friberg became DeMille’s chief 
artist-designer for the well-known 
movie ‘‘The Ten Commandments,’’ 
which brought the artist an Academy 
Award nomination. Half a century 
later, ‘‘The Ten Commandments’’ still 
draws sizable audiences to television 
broadcasts and DVD sales. Becoming 
the visual designer for what DeMille 
and his set decorators and cameramen 
put on film, Mr. Friberg painted major 
scenes of the salient episodes in the Old 
Testament including The Finding of 
Moses, Moses and the Burning Bush, 
First Passover, Exodus Begins, Orgy of 
the Golden Calf, Moses Receiving the 
Law, and Crossing of the Red Sea. Vis-
ually, the film was built around these 
scenes, along with major costume de-
signs created by the artist. 

After completion of the film, Mr. 
Friberg’s original paintings were wide-
ly exhibited wherever the film opened, 
and more than 1 million copies of a 
catalog depicting them were sold. 

The golden anniversary of the release 
of the film is being celebrated this 
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